
Inspection of The Udder Pre School 
Day Nursery Limited
Cobleys Lodge, Stamford Road, Corby NN18 8HE

Inspection date: 21 June 2021

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive and flourish in their development at this nursery that has outdoor 
learning at its heart. All children, including those who have special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make rapid progress. Children are excited to take 
part in a wealth of interesting activities and they are highly motivated and eager to 
join in and learn. 

Children behave exceptionally well and respond very well to the high expectations 
staff have for them. Staff use children's interests to plan exceptionally well. 
Children are interested in volcanoes. They talk with staff and look at pictures and 
models. They go out into the fields and carry out experiments to make a volcano. 
Children's lively enthusiasm is skilfully extended by staff, who support their 
language development exceptionally well. This results in children confidently talking
about 'eruptions, magma and lava'. 

Children clearly show that they are happy and settled at nursery. One- and two-
year olds display secure emotional attachments to staff, who gently comfort them if
they become upset or anxious. Three- and four-year olds play games with staff 
during their walks around the farm that successfully help them learn about keeping
safe. They learn to clear away activities when they have finished to ensure the 
wildlife comes to no harm. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership team work exceptionally well with the staff to ensure they 
receive focused and highly effective support for their professional development. 
They have a highly reflective approach and provide excellent training and 
coaching for staff. This has successfully raised staff confidence and knowledge 
levels and resulted in significant improvements to teaching and staff interactions
with children. 

n Staff and children's well-being are given high priority. When they returned after 
time off, resulting from the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic, leaders put 
measures in place to help staff feel safe on their return to work. Staff provide 
very effective reassurance for parents to help their children feel secure and to 
settle quickly back into nursery routine.

n Children at this nursery are exceptionally well prepared for their future learning. 
Staff find out detailed information from parents about the experiences children 
have at home. They are highly successful in broadening these experiences. For 
example, some children have fewer opportunities to be outside experiencing 
nature. Staff enable them to collect eggs from chickens, pick rhubarb, see the 
horses and count the Longhorn cows in an adjacent farmer's field.

n The leadership team have a very clear intent for what they want children to 
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learn. Staff have excellent interaction with children during their play and this 
contributes significantly to their learning. Staff are highly successful in engaging 
children and linking their experiences together. For example, children used the 
rhubarb they had picked and eggs they collected as ingredients to bake cakes 
that they later had for a snack. Children confidently talked about where the 
ingredients came from and how they made them into the cakes. 

n Staff show genuine care and respect towards the children and treat them all as 
individuals. They know each child very well which significantly contributes to 
meeting each child's needs. Staff support children with SEND exceptionally well. 
This group of children gain in confidence to take part in the full range of 
activities. Staff help children learn that everyone is different, and children show 
care and concern for one another. Children develop clear friendships and work 
exceptionally well together. For example, during the volcano experiment all 
children were actively involved and fully included by staff.  Children understand 
about taking turns and remain fully engaged, watching while their friends are 
busy doing their job. 

n Partnerships with parents are extremely strong and effective. Staff provide 
parents with regular information about their children's progress. They actively 
encourage parents to share information from home. This contributes to children 
receiving a highly consistent approach to their care needs and learning. Parents 
speak very positively about the nursery. They comment on how their children 
are making rapid progress in their social skills. Parents say they can see how 
their child's knowledge is increasing, for example, knowing the names of 
different flowers such as snowdrops. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate a secure understanding of the procedures to follow in the event 
of a child protection concern. They take part in training and team discussions to 
keep their knowledge up to date about all aspects of safeguarding. Rigorous and 
effective risk assessments contribute to children's safety. Communication with 
neighbouring farmland owners about the timings they use tractors and spray crops,
helps to ensure that outdoor activities are safe. Staff are extremely vigilant when 
supervising children. Thorough checks are made on new and existing staff to 
ensure they are and remain suitable to work with children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY489442

Local authority North Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10115660

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 12

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 106

Name of registered person The Udder Pre-School Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534599

Telephone number 01536742293

Date of previous inspection 3 July 2019

Information about this early years setting

The Udder Pre School Day Nursery Limited was re-registered in 2015 and is 
managed by a limited company. It is situated in Little Oakley, near Corby in 
Northamptonshire. The nursery employs 19 members of childcare staff. Of these, 
17 hold appropriate early years qualifications between level 2 and 6, including one 
with early years professional status and one with early years teacher status. The 
nursery opens from Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 
8am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Eastwell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of 
the setting. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities outdoors and 
indoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the assistant deputy manager.
n The deputy manager and inspector completed a learning walk together.  
n The inspector held meetings with the deputy and assistant deputy manager and 

with three members of staff. She reviewed relevant documentation and evidence
of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 

account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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